


(GOMMODORE-AMIGA 
COMPUTER 
USERS 


J Bp) ‘Mi @ 7 ~~ @roup 










} 











fsewe\ } 
2 SGN 





<9 


> 37 : =: tm 4 
1° Prem beg ye in” yi a ¢ ES, ~ 
=e Ag, 2p AR 
ici, Til. hh sets, ee Ix a 
< SGLD FEU Mes ea BL ae 


Sle Christmas 


i be ae dea 


Next Main Meeting - Tuesday 6th December 
St. Laurence’s College Auditorium - South Brisbane 
Libraries & Sales Open from 7pm 


‘ ENF é 


445 
= 
NG. § 


hol _ _ _ _ — _ 






Th Ah MH Mh gh Gh CM CM Me 


f 





r_-- 


WNieXex eave esa BY=Va okey alsyaareh (celal Oxey nl ak=1avexemre) ace) oa 
Visitors and All Members Welcome 





AMIGA CD 32 CONSOLE , 


* 32 BIT POWER cc IN 
* 16.8 MILLION COLOUR PALETTE 

* PLAYS MUSIC CD’S 

* 256K MAX COLOURS ON SCREEN 

* 2MB RAM 

* MANY TITLES 

*LATEST RELEASES 


SPECIAL 
CONCESSIONS TO 
CCUGQ MEMBERS 
ON PRODUCTION 

MEMBERSHIP CARD 


SPECIALISING IN AMIGA 
MODIFICATIONS & REPAIRS 


Computers - Disk Drives - Monitors 


* NOW AT THE ONE ADDRESS * 


TECHNICIANS 
Anthony Bamberry & Bradley Jesse 
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT: Keith Antoine 
Ph. 300-2161 
SECRETARY: Barry Benyon 
Fax or Ph. 290-1521 
TREASURER: Bob Baxter 
Ph. 264-3702 
LIBRARIAN: Steve Knight 


Ph. (074) 468-469 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mike Williams 
Ph. 801-1020 


C-64/128 CONTACT: Doreen Horne 


Ph. 398-7441 


B. B. S.s 
We now have two BBSs available for 
C.C.U.G.Q. members:- 


SideCar Express BBS ... 3 lines 

(07) 805 5928 ... 3 lines on the one number 

(075) 463 252 ... local call from GoldCoast 

SYSOP: Brendan Pratt 
Voice: Ph. (075) 463-317 

FidoNet Node No. 3: 640/463.0 

AmigaNet Node No 41:400/463.0 


WindDragon Inn BBS ... 3 lines 

(07)300 6357; (07)300 6356; (07)300 5569 

SYSOP: Keith Antoine 
Voice: Ph. 300-2161 

FidoNet Node No. 3: 640/562 

AmigaNet Node No 41:400/556 

These two BBSs are available at speeds of 

300-28,800 baud 


Mailing Address: 
The Secretary 
C.C.U.G.Q. Inc. 
P.O. Box 274 
SPRINGWOOD QLD 4127 


Commercial Advertising Rate: 


$40.00 per full page, per issue 
$25.00 per half page, per issue 
This rate is for camera-ready A-5 pages. 


Opinions expressed in CURSOR articles 


are those of the Author(s), and not 
necessarily those of the C.C.U.G.Q. or the 
Editor. Permission for reprinting by other 
Users Groups is granted, provided that both 
the source and author are acknowledged. 
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MAIN MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday December 6th (7pm - 10pm) 
St. Laurence’s College 
82 Stephens Road 
South Brisbane Qld. 


WORKSHOP MEETING 
The next workshop meeting will be held on 
Sunday December 10th (11am - 4pm) 
Ithaca R.S.L. Hall 


Cnr Nash & Elizabeth Streets 
Rosalie Qld. 
Published by: Printed by: 
C.C.U.G.Q. Inc, Towns-End Printing 
P.O. Box 274 P.O. Box 1333 
Springwood Beenleigh Qld. 4207. 
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How does one start into a dialogue 
with members ‘doing it cold turkey’ 
so to speak. 


Phil Guerney has been long in the 
President’s seat and it is obvious 
that the club will reflect those con- 
tributions he made for some time. I 
will, at this juncture, thank him for 
his time spent in the club endeavors 
and wish him well in the future. 


I, in no way, will try to emulate 
Phil’s style in office as | am my 
own person; however I will be de- 
pendent on assistance from within 
and without the club membership. I 
will also lean heavily on the exper- 
tise and knowledge of my fellow 
committee members. I have, in 
point of fact, been elected by the 
committee to the position of 
President in a "Caretaker" capacity, 
so I have, in reality, been foisted 
upon the membership at large. I will 
do all in my power to keep the club 
on an even keel and financially vi- 
able, until you choose a President at 
the AGM in August 95. Please feel 
free to contact me on a personal 
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level if necessary at any time 
(before 8.30 at night though) on 
300-2161. 


It’s going to be difficult wearing 
two hats, too (a SysOp’s and a 
President’s); more so as I now have 
to write two articles per month. Hey 
Brendan, how about you doing one 
for the BBS on a month about sys- 
tem? 


OK, enough about personalities. 
Most of you are not interested in the 
running of the club, as long as what 
you want is where you want it, 
when you want it!! 


I have just installed WorkBench 3.1 
on one of the 3000’s in my posses- 
sion and really, apart from a few in- 
stances, I cannot see the differences 
from 2.1. The real difference seems 
to be in the HD and Floppy drive 
reads and writes plus CDRom in- 
stallation. To give you a small idea, 
I took some readings from the 
Micropolis 4110 before I put on 3.1, 
Using SysInfo as a guide I got a 
reading of 1,885,928 bytes per sec 
on 2.1 and 2,042,680 bps after in- 
stalling 3.1. Now this is quite an ad- 
vantage to those who are into 
Graphics as the disk read/writes are 
about 20% faster. The other area of 
improvement is that you do not 
need extra software to enable you to 
access CDRom drives anymore. 
They appear as a std drive does 
from mounts in the DOSDnivers dir, 
Continued on page 44 

December 1994 








fecrpe7s* 


J fi with Ron & Warren Blake = — 


At last I have some really good 
news to tell you concerning the 
Public Domain disks! 


We have been patiently waiting, for 
the last 3-4 months, for someone to 
continue production of the Fish 
Disk Collection, by taking the new 
software from Fred Fish’s CD-Rom 
titled "Fresh Fish" and compiling it 
onto floppy disks. 


There were rumours that the U.S. 
magazine "Amazing Amiga" would 
be doing it, but there has been no 
word of it happening and so we at 
C.C.U.G.Q. have decided to do it 
ourselves. 


We already have the Fresh Fish CD- 
Rom (with compliments from our 
BBS SysOp and new President, 
Keith Antoine), we have the disks 
to copy it onto, but all we were 
lacking was someone to put in the 
long hours and actually do the job. 


A call was made at the last Main 
Meeting for assistance and one of 
our members, Neville Duguid 
raised his hand. At first I thought 
"He doesn’t know what he 1s letting 
himself in for", but after some in- 
depth phone discussions I soon 
came to realise that Neville was 
keen to continue on the tradition 
started by Fred Fish some 10 years 
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ago and produce a quality product. 
The fruit of his labours (30 disks so 
far) will be at the next meeting, and 
are shown in these pages. 


The name of these disks was 
another problem as we wanted to 
acknowledge that these disks were 
wholly sourced from Fred Fish’s 
own CD-Rom, but as they were 
compiled by our Club, it was inap- 
propriate to call them by their old 
title of "AmigaLibDisk" or "Fish 
Disks". We also wanted to differen- 
tiate them from any other library of 
"Fish Disks" that may surface in the 
future, so Neville suggested "Q- 
Fish", which was a great idea. 


The "Q" can stand for anything that 
you like: e.g. 

1. Q for Queensland, as we are the 
premier Amiga Club in Queensland. 
2. Q for Quality, as Neville has pro- 
duced a quality compilation. 

3. Q for Quick, as we hope to have 
these disks available for you as 
quickly as possible. 

4. Q for Quantity, as there is still 
plenty of Amiga software being 
produced . (In fact, I have been in- 
formed that the amount of new soft- 
ware being uploaded onto bulletin 
boards has almost doubled since the 
demise of Commodore 
International). 


So come along to the next meeting 
and grab yourself some new Q-Fish. 


Mike 
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WHEN THE CHIPS ARE DOWN 
IT’S TIME TO SEE 


\MIGZ 


Qpectaliog 


Tony May ALL WORK 


GUARANTEED 


Voice (07) 279 5503 
Fax (07) 279 5507 


For Your Convenience 
Goods May Be Left At 


Megabyte Computers 
Home Base 
34 Goggs Road 
Jindalee 





South Last Qld Computer Repairs 
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Please always refer to the latest 
CURSOR for information on the 
next meeting as the following plans 
are always subject to change. 


December 6th 
Hardware problems 


We will have a representative from 
one (or both) of the local hardware 
repair shops present to discuss all 
your problems and advise on how to 
prevent them. 

They will also give advice on hard- 
ware modifications. 


Please note that there will not be 
a main meeting in January 1995. 
There will, however, still be a 
Workshop meeting on Sunday 
8th January 1995 starting 11am. 
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ng cover illustration is a piece of 
clip-art and comes from a CD-Rom 
called ClipArt Heaven 2 which 
contains over 12,000 items of clip- 
art. It is a file called CH5331.PCX, 
and as the name implies, is in the 
PCX format used by IBM clones. 
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The file is a 752 x 587 2-colour 
image, which was scaled down by 
50% to fit into the front page. 


The border was taken from a double 
CD-Rom called ClipArt 
Extravaganza, which contains over 
20,000 images.It was also in the 

PCX format, and was easily 
imported into PageStream. 
Pagestream uses a dedicated PCX 
import module. It was scaled to 
make it 65% wider and 11% higher 
to fit the front page. 


The title "Merry Christmas" is an 
example of "frameless text" and 
uses a display font called 
"Marriage" in a 70 point size. It has 
been overlayed directly onto the 
“Santa” picture. 
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Well, You’re going to get a bumper 
issue of Cursor this month! I’m 
already up to 48 pages and I haven’t 
even used all the articles I’ve 
received. 


Thank you to all the people who 
have contributed this month to 
make this issue the biggest and best 
Cursor I’ve produced. That includes 
our new President, Keith Antoine 
for two articles, one as President 
and one as BBS SysOp; one from 
our Secretary, Bob Benyon (his 
first); one from our new co-BBS 
SysOp, Brendan Pratt; one (a huge 
one) from our new PD Compiler, 
Neville Duguid; and seven (yes 7) 
from Chris Eburn the Vice- 
President of Burnie Amiga User 
Group in Tasmania. Unfortunately 
we will only have room to use two 
of Chris’s articles in this issue, but 
more will be used in future Cursors. 


It is appropriate here for me to 
reprint the text of Chris’s letter to 
me, as it shows the reasons behind 
why he chose to send us these 
articles: 


"Hello CCUG(Q) 

Here I am a non-member writing an article 
for your Cursor magazine ...... who and 
CURSOR 
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why ? 


My name is Chris and I am the Vice- 
President of the Burnie Amiga User Group 
Tasmania, though I write in no official 
capacity and the views I express are my 
own. 


Recently I became the Librarian for our 
club. This was a shock as I didn’t known 
our club had a library. This small 
collection is entirely made up of magazines 
from other clubs of which CURSOR is 
easily the most predominant. In two weeks 
I have read your clubs printed words from 
November 1989 to May 1994. As we 
havn’t produced a magazine for several] 
years I thought I should reciprocate with an 
article or two for your consideration. 


I think background information is probably 
due. I have owned Amiga computers since 
the PAL 1000s, a mighty fine machine 
which only went to the cupboard, fo; 
storage, a year or less ago. My present 
machine is the 500 with DOS2, the 
enhanced chip set, Imb chip ram, VGA oy 
1084s monitor (I swap around for reasong | 
will explain later), two external floppies 
(3inch and Sinch) external keyboard, lon 
tailed 3button mouse and a SCRAMS5009 
from MegaMicro giving another 2megs 
fast Ram and SCSI access to a 109Mb 
harddrive. The power supply is ex-IBM at 
120 odd watts, power to burn. (The olg 
Commodore supply I use to power my 
scanner and for bench testing). 

As you might have guessed [ am 
Hardware Hacker, though not to the point 
of designing complex circuits, I will ty 
and build anything I have heard works. 
Actually I work as a computer technician 
in the IBM world which is why I change 
monitors on the Amiga. The Amiga is a 
good test-bed for adjusting monitors I use 
either Dpaint to flash different screen 
colors or an AMOS program (modified 
from a CURSOR article) to produce cross 
hatch, dot and bar patterns. 


It has been interesting watching changes in 
your newsletter and comparing these 
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events to our club. The Burnie User Group 
is much smaller, perhaps a dozen regulars, 
and no special user groups. We don’t 
operate bulletin boards or produce a 
magazine. WE DO provide a shareware 
library on CDrom with a monthly 
compilation disk and hints/tips for using 
various programs, most of our members are 
"serious" users. I know of none that use the 
machine primarily as a games platform. Art 
packages see the majority of use. I think 
most of our members use 500s though all 
the other Amiga types are represented. 


I have noticed the strong feelings expressed 
in your group about the advantages 
between the various machines. In the 
earlier magazines these views were most 
strongly expressed though the magazine 
has mellowed in more recent editions (with 
changes in editor?). My thoughts for what 
they are worth (nothing?) is that the 
argument between IBM, C64/128, Amiga 
or any other is that each is good in its own 
field and if you’re happy, you have a good 
machine. I know very few happy IBM 
users. I wouldn’t own an IBM if people 
paid me (and they do). As for the 64/Amiga 
battle, the two machines couldn’t be 
compared. The unit that is closest to my 
heart is a Tandy CoCo expanded to 64K. 
These little machines are a great way to 
learn computer hardware/ programing. The 
bigger machines run unbelievable do 
everything software. 


With that not too subtle dig at my bread 
and butter I will end. Thank you for a good 
magazine and for promoting the 
Commodore Amiga range. As Commodore 
collapses for yet another time, they need all 
the help they can get. 

sian Enjoy the machine 

ee Chris" 


Thank you for your thoughts, Chris 
and I hope some more of our 
members will take a leaf out of your 
book and send in their thoughts too. 
Come on Guys, you’re not going to 
let a cider-sipping southerner show 
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us up are you?? 


I would also like to take this 
opportunity to officially welcome 
our new President, Keith Antoine. 
Keith will be well known to most of 
you from his previous association in 
the Club as Cursor Editor, and in his 
present position as BBS SysOp. 
Keith kindly offered his services as 
"caretaker" President when Phil’s 
family and work committments 
could not allow him to continue as 
President. The vacant position of 
President was announced in the last 
issue of Cursor, where we asked for 
volunteers. As Keith’s has been the 
only hand raised, he wins the 
position uncontested and an election 
was not necessary. So, thank you 
once again, Keith and why don’t all 
you members come along to the 
next meeting to greet and welcome 
him. 


It has been very quiet on the news 
front as far as Commodore’s fate is 
concerned. Even the magazines are 
just printing the same old stuff. The 
BBS is also fairly quiet, with 
nothing definite to report. I just 
hope that a resolution will finally be 
made, and as soon as possible, 
because the longer this drags on the 
less chance there is that the Amiga 
will continue in a similar form to 
what it is now. However, while 
there’s life, there’s hope, and I still 
believe that a satisfactory 
conclusion to this whole saga will 
eventually be made. 


In the last Cursor, I started a 
Continued on page 40 
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PageStream 3 


First Impressions 
by Mike Williams 


Well, it’s finally arrived! 

At last, the program that I use the 
most, Pagestream, has finally been 
upgraded, and completely rewritten 
to include ail the things I’ve been 
wanting; like adjustable ruler 
positioning, unlimited undo on all 
operations, auto-save and auto 
backup with revision numbers, 
booklet printing, variable-shaped 
columns, previewing fonts before 
choosing, etc., etc. 





It came well packed, by courier, 
with a nice big sticker on the front 
saying « ILNWOLCE 
ENCLOSED".What’s this? | 
thought. I’ve already paid my 
upgrade fee some 6 months ago (a 
measly US$15.00 postage fee). Are 
SoftLogic going back on their word, 
and charging another upgrade fee?? 
But all was well, as the invoice was 
only for a price of "$0.00". 


Inside the box was: 

A. Six 3.25" disks (cleverly marked 
Disk1, Disk2 etc.) 

B. A Quarto-sized User Manual of 
some 544 pages. (pity it isn’t ring- 
bound) 

C. A sheet containing my 
Registration Number and 
Permanent Password. 





Offer which would cost you only 
US$25 per problem resolution by 
phone (up to 15 minutes maximum) 
or US$149 for 12 months phone as- 
sistance. These charges apply, of 
course, after the 90 day Free 
Support has expired. 

E. Advertising from 4 publishers of 
compatible Fonts and Clip-Art. 

F, A "Special Offer" of a 53% dis- 
count to subscriptions to the 
AmigaWorld magazine. 


Installation was easy, as SoftLogic 
have used the "Install" program, 
and they also completely cover it in 
the first few pages of the manual. 


Incidentally, this is not a "little" 
program. The minimum require- 
ments just to "play around" with 
PageStream 3 are: 

(a) AmigaDOS 2.04 

(b) 2.5 MB of hard drive space 

(c) 3 MB of RAM 

so your standard 500, 600 and even 
1200 Amigas aren’t in the hunt. 


The recommended requirements 
which are needed to "take full ad- 
vantage of PageStream 3.0’s fea- 
tures" are: 

(a) 68020, 68030, 68040 processor 
(b) AmigaDOS 2.1 or higher 

(c) 12 MB of hard drive space 

(d) 5-8 MB of RAM (or more) 

(e) PostScript laser printer 


After having a minor hiccup with 
the installation, (one help-file on 


D. A Technical Support Options 
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Disk 2 was faulty, which shouldn’t 
be a problem for other users), it was 
time to start it up and begin using 
all these new goodies. 


But first, I thought I’d look at the 
file marked "ReadMe.Now". This 
file is so important to the program 
as it stands now that I’ll reprint it in 


full: 

"WELCOME TO PAGESTREAM 3.0 ---- 
It’s finally done! We’ve been working on 
PageStream 3.0 for over two years, and it’s 
time to finally let you try it out. We hope 
you enjoy using it as much as we enjoyed 
creating it. 


We think you’ll agree that its combination 
of features, ease-of-use and power make it 
the perfect choice for serious desktop pub- 


lishing. 


Unfortunately, we’re not finished yet. In a 
perfect world, we would not have released 
PageStream 3.0 until everything was done. 
There are features that are not finished, and 
some things are not as fast as we want 
them to be. However, you, our uSETS, have 
put a tremendous amount of pressure on us 
to release PageStream3. We thought it was 
better to give it to you Now SO that you can 
start using the many great features that are 
finished. When we have finished the 
remaining features, sped up the slow parts, 
and worked out any problems with the first 
release, we will send you a FREE update. 
We expect this to be about 4-6 weeks after 
the release of this version. You must send 
in your registration card to receive the free 
update! 


The features which are not yet complete 
are: Append, Save As Template, 
Find/Replace, Spell Check, external ar- 
ticles and graphics, Send to Editor for text, 
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Information, Facing Pages, Greeking, 
Heavier/Lighter, some Paragraph Format 
options, Hyphenation, Conditional Break, 
text codes, fencing, applied bold and 
italics, trapping, anchored graphics, Auto 
Backup, Typographic Preferences, kem 
pair editing, and the Pen and Reshape 
tools. You can’t drag items in the 
Document Structure requester yet (click on 
the icons to create master pages and chap- 
ters) and the Page palette only shows the 
page icons so far. Some line/fill options are 
also unfinished. In addition, there are two 
important limitations of this release: 

- Text redraws are faster than PageStream 
2.2 overall. (Especially outlines!) 
However, typing text is very slow. We 
recommend creating your text in PageLiner 
or a word processor and importing it with 
this version. 

- Frameless Text Objects are not imple- 
mented in this version. We plan to address 
this in the first update after release. 


We recommend not attempting the tutorials 
until the next version because frameless 
text objects are central to some of the les- 
sons. 


The list of unfinished features sounds 
huge, but in comparison to the thousands 
of features in PageStream3, the list is short. 
We believe that you will enjoy using the 
program even with these limitations, ang 
that it is better to let you start using it now. 
If the features that you need for a project 
are not done, we ask that you give us a lit- 
tle more time to finish them. 


By the time you read this, we will probab- 
ly have released another version of 
PageStream3. We will upload interim ver- 
sions of the program as patches on the on- 
line services. If you have a modem, you 
can download these patches before the free 
update we will send all users. This will 
allow you to get the new features as they 
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are finished. The patches will be made 
available on GEnie, CompuServe, our 
BBS, Portal and the Internet. Refer to your 
manual for more information on connect- 
ing to one of these services. 


Once again, we apologize for these limita- 
tions, and will work as hard as possible to 
finish the remaining features as soon as 
possible. We released the first version of 
PageStream in a much more incomplete 
state, and we polished it into an incredible 
program after the initial release. This ver- 
sion is much more finished, and will be 
even better when we send you your free 
update. We are committed to giving you 
the best possible software for your Amiga 
computer. Thank you for your patience, 
and thank you for supporting Amiga soft- 
ware companies. 

Deron and everybody at Soft-Logik" 


As you can see from the above 
memo, PageStream 3 still has a way 
to go to be a complete program. 
There are some pretty basic things 
that still need to be introduced, such 


as: 

1. Spell Checking (although it 
works OK in the "PageLiner" text 
editor, in fact better than in 
PageStream 2.2, but not as good as 
in Final Writer). 

2. Frameless Text Objects (when 
you’re used to using them, you real- 
ly miss them if they’re gone) 

3. Hyphenation (this is a basic 
word-processing function, not a 
fancy option). 

4. Applied bold & italics (another 
basic word-processing function) 

5. Find & Replace (this is an even 
more basic text-editor function) 
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So, it was with some misgivings 
that I finally booted up the program 
and started using it. My first im- 
pression was "Wow! What a great 
user interface". The layout of the 
icons and the quality of the text pro- 
duced on screen was far superior to 
my version 2.2. With 2.2 you have 
to magnify the text to about 150- 
200%, just so you can read it, and 
even then it is very blocky with un- 
even letters which don’t clearly 
show if you have BOLDed a word, 
or not. However with version 3.0, 
the text is crystal clear and readable 
right down to 50% size (4 times 
smaller than 200%). 


So, let’s start by loading a 
document ... I’ll start with 
something easy like a simple 
straight text letter.... But what’s 
this?? ... an error requester 


already!!! It says "Font Number 
16778490 is not in PageStream2.fontlist. 
Refer to the ‘Converting Old PageStream 
Documents’ section of the Help System for 


more information.". After a bit of 
searching, I found out that you have 
to run a special program first so that 
PageStream3 can understand which 
fonts are in a PageStream2? file as 
the two programs refer to fonts in 
different ways. Wouldn’t it have 
been nice if SoftLogic had made 
that a part of the Install program! 


With that sidetrack past, I loaded 
the text file again and tried 
changing a few things ... but 
Continued on page 42 

December 1994 








This is a new column which will 
give the reader a quick overview of 
some of the more interesting ar- 
ticles or reviews seen in the latest 
Amiga magazines. This column is 
not meant as a replacement for 
buying or reading these magazines, 
but will give you a good idea of the 
type of information to be found in 
them and may highlight just the ar- 
ticle or review you are looking for. 
It is by no means a complete sum- 
mary of everything in these maga- 
zines, but is just a sample. 


All of these magazines (and more) 
are available for borrowing from 
Steve Knight, our Commercial 
Librarian at our Main Meeting held 
on the first Tuesday of the month. 


CURSOR 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMODORE 
& AMIGA REVIEW (A.C.A.R.) 

- October 1994 

1. Article on Desktop Video and 
Time Base Corrector boards. 

2. Image Processing for Video, 
looking at "Adorage" and 
"ClariSSA". 

3. The Amiga 2000 Revisited - a 
value-for-money alternative. 

4. "Tabby" - a usable graphics 
tablet for only $200. 

5. Review of the "Oktagon 2008", a 
SCSI-2 controller card. 

6. "PageStream 3.0" - First impres- 
sions of the latest upgrade of this 
DeskTop Publishing program. 

7. Games Reviews of (a) Nick 
Faldo’s Championship Golf, (b) 
Pirates, (c) Impossible Mission 
2025. 

8. Review of the Zappo Overdrive 
CD-ROM drive which plugs into 
the PMCIA port of the A1200 and 
is (mainly) CD-32 compatible. 


AMIGA SHOPPER 

- September *94 

1. An excellent article on 24-bit 
graphics cards, why you need them, 
how they compare with the AGA 
chipset and a comparison of 6 dif- 
ferent cards. 

2. AmigaDOS tutorial demonstrat- 
ing how to combine ARexx and 
AmigaDOS. 

3. Review of "Imagine3", a 3D 
raytracer. 

4. An evaluation of the new version 
of "Hisoft Basic 2". 

5. A review of the Zappo CD-ROM. 
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drive for the A1200. 

6. Review of the "SX-1" addon to 
turn your CD-32 into an Amiga 
1200. 

7. An evaluation of the CD32 add- 
on, the "Communicator". 


AMIGA WORLD 

- October 1994 

1. Review of "Brilliance 2.0" - the 
major upgrade of Digital Creations 
paint/animation program. 

2. Giant comparison of 8 MIDI 
Sound Sequencers. 

3. Review of "Distant Suns 5.0"-the 
astronomy and space simulation 
program. | 
4. "DirWork 2.1", the Directory 
Utility program by Chris Hames is 
reviewed. 

5. A review of "DICE 3.0", Matt 
Dillon’s C compiler. 

6. Game review of the 6-disk ad- 
venture "Valhalla and the Lord of 
Infinity". 


AMAZING AMIGA 

- September ’94 

1. "TOCCATA" a new 16-bit sound 
board for the Amiga 2000, 3000 or 
4000 is reviewed. 

2. Tutorial on "Aladdin-4D Version 
3.0" 

3. Review of "Panorama 3.0", a 
scene generator and animation pro- 
gram. 


AMIGA USER INT’NATIONAL 
- August 1994 

1. Review of "VIDEO CREATOR" 
software for the CD-32. 
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2. A review of our ex-President 
Greg Perry’s program "GP FAX". 

3. NewTek’s video graphics render- 
ing package, "LightWave" is 
reviewed. 


AMIGA WORLD 

- September 1994 

1. "Imagine 3.0", Impulse’s 3-D 
program is reviewed in depth. 

2. "WarpEngine" and "4000 G- 
Force ’040" accelerator boards for 
the Amiga 4000 are reviewed and 
compared. 

3. A review of the Migraph 
MS2400 2400-dpi, 24-bit colour 
flatbed scanner (drool, drool). 

4. Reviews of 5 new role-playing 
games: (a) Darkmere, (b) Heimdall 
II, (c) Legacy of Soracil, (d) 
Perihelion, and (e) Covenant. 

5. Brief reviews of 5 new CD-32 
games, and an overview of a num- 
ber of CDTV conversions for the 
CD-32. 


Fee 
(i 








dideCar Exneress 

News on the BBS front these days 
is that now CCUGQ members have 
a choice of two great BBS’s to 
choose from, now that the clubs 
committee have decided to provide 
a third line to Sidecar Express BBS. 





Sidecar Express BBS has been up 
and running since January 1987, 
and has grown from a SpectraVideo 
SV-328 CP/M machine with two 
big 360K floppies, through toa 
Amiga Sidecar with a huge 40 Meg 
Hard Disk. The BBS has grown in 
to a 3 line system on a A3000T, 
with 3 CD-ROM’s and 1.4 Gig of 
Hard Drive space, giving 
approximately 3.2 Gig online. Full 
Internet connection. 


The Future expansion of Sidecar 
Express includes additional Hard 
Drive purchases, networking my 
other machines (OS/2 box and 
A2000), as servers for the main 
BBS machine. 


To access the Sidecar Express BBS, 
CURSOR 
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CCUGQ members should leave a 
message with the Sysop (Brendan 
Pratt), to make me aware that you 
are a financial member of the 
CCUGQ. I will then upgrade your 
access to the BBS. 


Brendan 


WindDrasen Lm 


A great deal has happened in the 
past few weeks with the BBS. In 
point of fact it has finally come to 
rest in a 3000 with Std SCSI bus 
and 10mb of memory, might have 
to upgrade that soon though, std 
030/25 2x 1 gigabyte hard drives 4 
CDroms, two are IDE type on one 
of those tandem cards. We are at 
this moment down to 2 phone in 
lines as one is now dedicated to 
Internet access, but we plan real 
soon to put in another line and 
modem. All lines are at least 14.4 
compliant, we do however close 
one down to send faxs at night to 
USA from 3am to 7.30am. 


With there being only 4 members 
who are BBS only nowadays I was 
wondering how effective this 
column was? So some feedback 
would be appreciated even if it is 
negative. I realise that there are a 
number of members who are unable 
to logon due to distance and costs 
involved with long distance phone 
calls. However remember that those 
south of Brisbane on the Gold Coast 
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etc that there are two BBS’s you 
can use now, that Sidecar Express 1s 
also open to CCUGQ members and 
being in Logan Village area is less 
costly to call than WindDragon is 
from the Southern areas. 
INTERNET: Yes it has become 
available to members, but solely as 
an adjunct from WindDragon. We 
are not in the business of 
advertising services that are not 
those of the CCUGQ, however as 
this was an event a couple of 
meetings ago, through the good 
offices of Ross Delaforce. You can 
now get a connect via WindDragon 
and probably shortly via Sidecar, 
but they will be asking for a small 
fee to cover their outlays, from 
members, I guess that is reasonably 
fair. Ask the respective sysops for 
information, remember they too are 
members. 

Well as things are settling down, 
you always will have problems with 
BBS’s, for by their very nature the 
two that you can access can get 
overloaded, or a careless act by 
someone else on another line will 
crash it. Just be patient and if you 
cannot get onto one then dial the 
other its as simple as that. 

Enjoy the BBS’s and remember one 
thing at all times that you are using 
and visiting someone else’s 
computer, so do not do anything 
you would not do with yours. 


Keith 
CURSOR 
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I have been chastised for being the 
only Secretary who has not written 
a solitary article for the Cursor. I 
probably make a passible mess of 
Cursors not reaching some 
members or giving information 
which subsequently is proved 
incorrect but I have three very able 
companions on the Committee who 
are most understanding about my 
blunders. 


In fact to tell you the truth I love the 
job. My house is in total disrepair, 
the lawn is probably the worst in 30 
years. As soon as the " naging " 
starts I closet myself in my room on 
the pretence that the Club will 
totally dissolve without " hours of 
work ", and with very little effort, I 
can evade even the smallest share 
of housework. 


However, I know my moment of 
truth will be the next AGM when I 
have to face you members and 
recite my misdemeanours for the 
past year. 


However in the meantime I will try 
to dodge the blame for anything. 
Wishing you all a safe and happy 
Xmas / New Year and see you in 
February. 

Barry Benyon 

( Secretary) 
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Please Note: The descriptions given 
below are from the Fresh Fish CD- 
Rom and are NOT the comments of 
the CCUGQ PD Librarians, the PD 
Compiler or the Cursor Editor. 


We were waiting for the new Fred 
Fish disks which were supposed to 
be produced in conjunction with 
one of the overseas magazines. 
These, however do not appear to be 
forthcoming, so an industrious club 
member, Neville Duguid has volun- 
teered to produce some new "Fish" 
disks, sourced from the Public 
Domain material in Fred Fish’s CD- 
ROM "Fresh Fish". We have called 
these disks "Q-FISH" and continued 
Fred’s numbering system from 
1001 onwards. Neville hopes to 
continue producing 30 or more new 
disks each month from the material 
in "Fresh Fish", and so keep Fred’s 
tradition alive. 


As I haven’t got copies of these 
disks yet, I can’t include pictures or 
screen-clips in this edition of 
Cursor, but I hope to do so with 
later disks. 


Mike. 
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Q-Fish 1001: 

Aquarium 

Provides a cross-referenced 
catalogue for all programs on the 
first 1000 Fish Disks. Also included 
is NewFish, a program for adding 
more Fish to the Aquarium. (It in- 
puts the Contents files provided on 
the disks). Although these files have 
been discontinued in favour of 
Product Infos’ on Fred’s later CD- 
ROMs, there has been much protest 
from users, and third party repack- 
agers will probably continue pro- 
viding them to floppy disk users for 
some time to come. A Hard Drive 
and/or 4 Mb of RAM is required to 
use Aquarium with the expanded 
database. A program like LhA will 
also be needed to extract the com- 
pressed files from the disk. This is 
Version 1.15, the same as appeared 
on Fish Disk 559. Only the data 


files have been updated. Version 
Ld d 


FileChop 

Splits multi-megabyte files up into 
pieces so they’ll fit on floppies (Can 
also rejoin them). Version 1.0. 


Q-Fish 1002: 

Inf 

Extended AmigaDOS INFO com- 
mand to display extended informa- 
tion about the file system(s), 
Version 1.32. 


LhA 
A very fast archiver that is compat- 
ible with MS-DOS LhArc V1.13 
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and LHA V2.13, as well as the 
Amiga LhArc. LhA is very 
memory efficient, has been written 
with stability and reliability in 
mind, has carefully optimized com- 
pression and decompression rou- 
tines, is multitasking re-entrant and 
pure, handles multiple volume ar- 
chives (registered version only), 
and more. Shareware. This is 
Version 1.38, an update of Version 
1.32 on Fish Disk 715. 


MuchMore 
A soft scrolling text viewer. Can 


run in a window on a public screen 


or on his own screen. Display mode 
can be chosen with ASL screen 
mode requester. Supports ANSI, 
pipes, xpk, locale. Includes 7 
catalogs. OS 2.0 required. This is 
Version 4.4, an update of Version 
4.2 on Fish Disk 962. 


Zap 

A binary file view/edit program. 
You can examine and modify the 
file in hexadecimal and ASCII 
mode. Zap keeps the file in 
memory, sO moving in the file and 
searching is very fast but file size is 
limited by available memory. 
Supports public screens. Version 
2.47, OS2.0+required. 


Q-Fish 1003: 

Heddley 

Heddley allows you to compose 
AmigaGuide files with greater ease 
than by hand. It provides you with 
an overview of all the documents in 
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the database (an AmigaGuide file is 
called a ’database’, made up of 
many documents). Version 1.0, 
WorkBench 2.04+ required. 


IconPack 

IconPack is a complete collection of 
replacement icons for Workbench 2 
and 3. They are designed to look 
good on a standard four-colour, 
high resolution, non- interlaced 
screen. They are of the same shape 
and size and use the same colour 
scheme of gray, black, white and 
blue as the original icons. IconPack 
contains icons for all standard 
Workbench files, plus icons for 
some popular PD/shareware pro- 
grams, hard-disk related tools, and 
all usual document types. Changes 
imagery without affecting tool 
types, position, etc. Version 1.0, 
AmigaDOS 2.04 or later required. 


svo JPEG 

JPEG svobject for super- 
view. library V6+. Allows switching 
between 8 and 24 bit output via 
control pads, writes JPEG (24 Bit) 
from 1-8 and 24 bit. Worked fine 
with all tested 24 bit JPEGs. 
Version 2.3, OS V2.1+ and V3.00+ 
features are used when available. 
OS 2.04+ required. 


Q-Fish 1004: 

AppISizer 

New, localized version of the 
ApplIcon utility that gets the size of 
disks, directories or files. Just drop 
the relevant icon on AppISizer’s 
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Applcon to find out its size in bytes, 
blocks and the actual size occupied. 
Supplied with a French catalog. 
Includes English documentation in 
AmigaGuide format and French 
documentation. Also offers several 
new enhancements. This is Version 
0.72, an update of Version0.68 on 
Fish Disk 938. 


ARTM 

Amiga Real Time Monitor. 
Displays and controls system activ- 
ity such as tasks, windows, 
libraries, devices, resources, ports, 
residents, interrupts, vectors, 
memory, mounts, assigns, locks, 
fonts, hardware, res_cmds, a little 
SystemMonitor and displays the 
last Alert. This is Version 2.04, an 
update of V1.7 on Fish Disk 887 


Bush 

Bush is similar to Tree on PC 
machines. It produces directory list- 
ings showing the structure of a 
directory and all sub-directories. 
Unlike Amiga DTree, does not re- 
quire WB 2. Version 1.2 


MidMouse 

Maps a specified key press (defaults 
to £10 ) to the middle mouse button. 
SO users without a 3 button mouse 
can use features normally not avail- 
able to them. Version 1.0, OS 2.0+ 
required. 


PrintManager 
Very powerful printer spooler. 
Works with all programs, whether 
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they use PRT: or the printer device 
directly, are printing text or 
graphics. Has a GUI to control the 
print queue, and appicon support 
This is Version 2.0, an update of 
Version 1.0 on Fish Disk 810. 
KS2.04, a hard disk and printer re- 
quired. 


PS 

Lists information about all tasks 
and processes currently in the sys- 
tem. Version 1.34. 


SIP 

This System Information Program 
is a quick and reliable System 
Monitor for OS V2.04+ Users, 
which includes a very intuitive 
GUL. It looks very similar to one of 
the first and best programs in this 
sector (we do not mention names 
here), but is FREEWARE, not 
Shareware. Version 2.18. 


Statis 

STATIS is much like the STATUS 
command but has the following 1m- 
provements; STATIS flags back- 
ground processes, shows the Result 
Codes of processes, and the argu- 
ments and current IO of commands. 
It even allows Pattern Matching 
when searching for commands by 
NAME and/or ARGUMENTS. 
Version 1.24, OS 2.04+ required. 


Q-Fish 1005: 

DeepSpace 

DeepSpace is a Multi-Player, Multi- 
Node Space Role Playing Game. 


Sa —_—= sy 
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BBS’s that can run DOS doors (pro- 
grams that use stdin & stdout) can 
run this game. Version 1.6, WB 
2.0+ required. 


Fractal 

AGA WB/PubScreen Fractal pro- 
gram Supports the following types 
of fractals: Mandelbrot, Julia Set, 
Magnetism, Lambda Exponential, 
Lambda Cosine, Biomorph, Plasma. 
Separate versions for: 68020 with- 
out FPU (stock A1200 and 
A4000/030), 68020 with FPU (im- 
proved A1200 and A4000/030) 
68040 (stock A4000/040). All math 
done in double precision floating 
point. Version 1.3, OS 3.0+ and 
AGA chipset required. 


Q-Fish 1006: 

FlipIt 

Commodity that lets you install hot- 
keys for flipping through screens. 
FlipIt lets you specify a hotkey to 
push the frontmost screen to the 
back, and a hotkey to bring the rear- 
most screen to the front. This is use- 
ful when using programs that do not 
have depth gadgets on their 
screens. This is Version 1.2, an up- 
date of Version 1.0 on FishDisk 
989. WorkBench 2+ required. 


GreatSASClIcons 

A totally cool collection of icons for 
use with SAS C version 6.5. 
(MagicWB style). The icons are 
roughly based off of the icons in- 
cluded with the SAS C package. 
Enjoy, everyone. These icons are by 
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the way the *best* (much better 
then an earlier collection I saw on 
Aminet which only included the 
icons for the starter_project folder. 


Screen2IFF 

A commodity that enables you to 
save the frontmost Intuition screen 
by pressing a hotkey. AmigaGuide 
docs provided. Version 1.03,0S 
2.04+ required. 


StartUp-Menu 

This utility produces a decisive 
menu (ie one choice then it quits) 
on start-up which is fully cus- 
tomizable and offers an unlimited 
number of gadgets/choices. Version 
1.03, OS 2.04+ required. 


Q-Fish 1007: 

AForth 

AFORTH is the FORTH program- 
ming language implemented for the 
Amiga. It adheres very closely to 
the FORTH-79 standard as defined 
by the FORTH Standards Team. 
Version 1.4. 


DBB 

Digital Breadboard is a full GUI 
digital circuit simulator. Digital 
Breadboard currently supports 2 
and 3 input AND, OR, NAND, and 
NOR gates, NOT and XOR gates, 
D, JK, and SR edge-triggered flip- 
flops, multiple independent clocks, 
switched and pulsed inputs, outputs, 
Vcc, GND, independent 4-channel 
trace scope, event counters, variable 
speed timer, preferences printing, 
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and more. Includes combinational 
logic design utilities. This is 
Version 1.1.9, the same version as 
on Disk 999, but this time all the es- 
sential files are supplied. WB 2.04 
required. 


MiserPrint 

MiserPrint is a print utility that puts 
up to 8 normal pages of text on one 
sheet of paper. You are able to save 
paper and time. MiserPrint uses the 
small built-in fonts (Courier and 
Letter Gothic) of the HP-Deskjet 
printers. This is Version 1.12, an 
update of Version 1.11 on Fish Disk 
978. KS V37 and a HP-Deskjet 500 
or similar required. 


Q-Fish 1008: 

CyclesIl 

This Light Cycles game allows you 
to design the courses in any paint 
package which uses IFF. The pics 
must be four colour 320*256 or 
320*200. Included are some ex- 
ample courses. Happy designing 
and playing. 


Digiview4 0 
Ray Traced Picture of Digiview 
Camera in HAM8 format. 


FishStuff 

Collection of Pictures by Pat Fish. 
Computer WarsArt: Humorous com- 
puter wars IFF pictures & brushes. 
Hardware and Operating Systems: 
Depicting Amiga, Apple, Atari, 
IBM, Intel, Mac, MicroSoft 
Windows, OS/2 & PS/2. The Ami 


CHECKMARK & spinning (color 
cycling) BOING-ball are also 
presented in this variety-filled col- 
lection. Suitable for framing or dis- 
section as clip-art in your own pro- 
Amiga demos, games, 
presentations, newsletters, as long 
as credit is given. 
UserGroupLogoArt: IFF Pictures of 
Mohawk Valley Amiga User 
Group-related Color Clip Art. 
Includes several versions of the 
Amiga CHECKMARK, and styl- 
ized MVAUG and GURU (Greater 
Utica-Rome Users) logos, with ex- 
tras like a library-disk brush and 3D 
extruded Checkmark-GURU sym- 
bol. MVAUG logos appear in 3 dif- 
ferent styles. 

FishDrawings: A few of my early 
pics with different themes (mostly 
IFF format). Two Halloween im- 
ages with spooky cat (diff resolu- 
tions) and pumpkin brushes. A No- 
Bat pic in GIF format, an early 
Mets Logo, a stylized blue-shaded 
graphic-word ’FISH’, rainbow color 
cycling logo for People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals, and 
more... 


Q-Fish 1009: 

AppPP 

A crunching program made to avoid 
loading Powerpacker or a similar 
utility every time you have one or 
more files to crunch or decrunch. It 
has an ApplIcon and a Gadtools 
graphical user interface which 
makes it easy to configure and use. 


Especially made to be used from 
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WBStartUp. This is Version 1.0. 
OS 2.04+, powerpacker.library, 
asl. library and 512K RAM re- 
quired. 


EcoDisk 

A user-friendly file manager (gad- 
gets, menus). Includes a lot of 
useful functions: play modules (4 
different types), read files, execute 


Standard dos functions. Version 
1.19. 


FontPrefs 
Alternative to the standard font 


preferences program. Version 2.8, 
KS 2.04+ required. | 


P-Compress2 

A new compression program re- 
placing P-Compress for OS2 and 
OS3, but retaining compatibility. 
Many new features including an 
even higher efficiency option, 
Compicon, completely new 
Intuition interface. P-Compress2 
will provide better compression 
than any other general purpose pro- 
gram available to the Amiga. A 
major upgrade from P-Compress 
version 2.9 on Disk 884. Version 
led. 


Packlit 

CLI frontend for PowerPacker + 
wildcards. PackIt is a CLI-only pro- 
gram to replace the crunch and 
decrunch commands that came with 
PowerPacker (Copyright Nico 
Francois). Includes encryption and 
password protection. This 1s 
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Version 1.18a, PowerPacker 
library v36+ is included. WB 2.0+ 
required. 


PaletteTool 

3.0/AGA Palette tool that opens and 
operates on the default public 
screen. Features include full 8 bit 
RGB support, full AmigaDOS 3.0- 
compliant locked pen ’protect’ 
mode as well as standard ’free’ 
mode, and fully integrated ’colour 
by name’ selection, with a built-in 
database of 507 Colours. Supports 
colour spread (multi-directional), 
individual colour copy, individual 
colour exchange, rotation of palette 
in both direction, cycling of entire 
palette in both directions with ad- 
justable cycle speed, and individual 
colour ’show’ (flash selected 
colour). Version 1.4, OS 3.0+ and 
AGA required. 


Q-Fish 1010: 

FivelnLine 

A fast-paced thinking board-playing 
game similar to Go-Moku, 
Ristinolla, etc. Fixes many bugs and 
uses tooltypes to select playing 
level, player to begin & board size. 
Docs in AmigaGuide format. 
Completely new look and new icon. 
This is Version 2.2. WB 2.04 re- 
quired. 


Imperial 

A board game like Shanghai in 
which you have to remove tiles 
from a layout (like Shanghai or 
Taipei). Every game has a solution 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS! tio v0 110 


Q.) What do you buy an 1.B.M. owner for Chistmas? 
A.) Ahammer! (Use your imagination :-) 













But seriously now... 






Q.) What would you buy an Amiga owner for Chistmas? 
A.) Anything you can find in Synapse Computer Supplies! - 






Sorry - | know that last bit wasn’t funny at all. But, did you 
know that Synapse Compuier Supplies still proudly 
specialises in Amiga-ONLY products! This means we'll © 
never try to tell you how wonderful (cough) an |.B.M. ; 
. compatible or Macintosh computer is... We'll just do our 
besi to supply whatever Amiga-related equipment you’re 
looking for and aim ito offer the most competitive prices 
youll find in Ausiralia. 











| In fact, we're so sure we can offer you the best deals on 
price, during the month of December we'’re trialing a new 
pricing policy: 







lf anyone can beat our price, and will back their quote 
in writing, we'll better that price by 1%. 

Or we’ll simply tell you honestly that you’ve found a 
real bargain somewhere else. 









Now you CAN'T lose! See you soon? 


Our ad continues... 
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Whether it be for yourself or for someone else, here’s a list 
of ‘Synapse Suggestions’ to help make it a Merry 
Christmas for Amiga Owners... 




















G-Force 040/83Mhz Accelerator (Suit A2000) CALLI! 
DKB ’Mongoose’ Accelerator 50MHz/FPU/4Mb $999.00 — 
Lightwave 3D Software $889.00 — 


Opal Vision Main Board $850.00 © 
Zappo! CD-ROM Drive (Suit A1200) $589.00 — 
Paravision SX-1 CD-32 Expansion $399.00 — 
-Maesiro 9600 b.p.s. Modems (2 x Only) $249.00 
Pyramid Hand Scanner 400DPI $240.00 
Morph Plus Software $199.00 
Seagate 40Mb 2.5" IDE Hard Drive $99.00 


Amiga Mice (three types to choose from) $30.00-$70.00 
Power Copy V3.03 (inc. Hardware Device) $65.00 
BANX Disk Storage Boxes (Holds 110 x 3.5") $24.00 





We have access to many, many more products - please 
call for details if you’re looking for something specific. 


SYNAPSE COMPUTER SUPPLIES 










Call for enquiries/orders Ph: (07) 899-0980 
After-Hours... Mobile: (018) 98-1679 
TRADING HOURS: Fax: (07) 395-6738 





Mon - Sat 9am - 11am & 12pm - 6pm CASH. C.0.D. Ee) 


d CLOSED . 
Sunday Credit Cards Taal} 
Other times available by appointment! . 









lf for any reason your not happy with our service or prices, help us to help you - Tell Us! 
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and there’s a layout editor. Music, 
preferences and pseudo-localization 
have been added. This is the full 
program, same as t he registered 
version. This is Version 2.65, an 
update of Version 2.0 on Fish Disk 
960. 


Q-Fish 1011: 

BLAZE Humor 

A collection of 87 humorous ar- 
ticles about the Amiga. Features 
BLAZEMONGER, the most amaz- 
ing computer game ever created, 
and many other topics. Most articles 
were originally posted in the 
USENET ’comp.sys.amiga’ 
newsgroups between 1990 and 
1994, where they have become very 
popular worldwide. An 
AmigaGuide interface is provided. 
This is Version 1.0, Amigaguide or 
Multiview recommended, text 
viewer required. 


IconCalendar 

This neat little program shows the 
current number of the month and 
month name in an AppIcon. Month 
names can be translated to any lan- 
guage. Version 1.0, OS 2.0+ re- 
quired. 


Q-Fish 1012: 

AGAiff 

A tool that converts IFF graphics 
into several RAW formats, support- 
ing the AGA and future chipsets. 
This is very useful for game and 
demo programmers. Full Intuition 
GUI, ARexx Port, Commodity, 
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Assembler code, many different 
save formats. Manual in 
AmigaGuide format. This is 
Version 1.21, an update of Version 
1.0 on Fish Disk 985. OS 3.0+re- 
quired. 


c2p 

Two *fast* 8 bitplane 
chunky2planar converters, one 
using the CPU with the blitter and 
the second one using the CPU only. 
Comes with examples of usage. 


FishOcean 


Picture in jpeg format from Stephan 
Fubrmann. 


FutureCity 

Rendered scene of a Future City, in- 
spired by Allessandro Saponi’s pic- 
ture "NipponRyori Ten’. In jpeg 
format. 


Helmet 

This is a Imagine trace of a very 
cool looking helmet with a slightly 
neanderthalish skull wearing it. 
Objects surrounded with roses. 
Essence 1&2 used extensively. 
Errmsg.library supplied. 


im_sun.jpg 

Nice picture of the sun. Really 
glows. Uses textures from Essence 
and Imagine converted to image 
maps for speed. 5 objects in all 
were used; | for the sun itself, 3 for 
the corona, and one for the stars. 
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ReScale 

Horizontally rescales IFF pictures. 
The program is used ONLY from 
the CLI by giving it the names of 
the source and destination files, and 
the number of pixels per row for the 
destination file. The source file 
must be an uncompressed IFF 
ILBM file. Errmsg.library supplied. 
This is Version 1.0, OS 2.04+ re- 
quired. 


Sewerage 

A rendered scene of a disgusting 
sewerage. Realistic stone and water, 
jpeg compressed. 


Q-Fish 1013: 

Interior 

Picture of a building interior. Jpeg 
compressed. The artist’s father is an 
architect who is heavily com- 
puterized on the CAD side of 
things. However at no point did he 
use computers for visualisation - he 
just built scale models and 
photographed them. So Junior came 
up with some computer generated 
images like this one to show Pater 
what could be achieved with the 
correct tools. 


PovPanel 
A graphical user interface for the 
POV 2.0 renderer. Version 1.la. 


Ying& Yang 

A simple (?) ’sliding-block’ puzzle. 
The goal is to move Ying and Yang 
together in perfect harmony... It IS 
possible! (I think...) 
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Q-Fish 1014: 

3Dots 

Generates 3D SIRDS from IFF pic- 
tures. One of those programs which 
have been showing up lately to 
transform an IFF picture into a 
screen full of apparently randomly 
located dots. If you look at the dots 
just right you can see the original 
picture in THREE DIMENSIONS. 
Weird! Version 1.0. 


MoonRocks 

Recent news reports indicate a 
famous dead rock star has been 
sighted on the moon. Your mission, 
if you choose to accept it, is to find 
the rock star and land near him. The 
moon is a harsh place, so don’t ex- 
pect to be able to land just any- 
where! You have no time limit, but 
your fuel supply is limited. 
Fortunately, there’s a filling station 
on the moon, but you’ll need to be a 
pretty good pilot to land on it. 
Math-intensive, works best on 
68020 and above (smoothest on 
non-accelerated Amigas). 


NineMen 

The age-old game of Nine Men’s 
Morris, in which two players move 
nine pieces on a board in such a 
way as to get three in a row. Not al- 
ways as easy as it sounds! Play 
against the computer, or each other. 
Binary only, source available upon 
request. This is Version 1.6. 


Continued on page 30 
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The following article was written by Chris 
Eburn of Burnie Amiga User Group in 
Tasmania. He is not a member of CCUGQ, 
but has been receiving the Cursor for a 
number of years on a Club-Exchange 
basis. Unfortunately the Burnie club no 
longer produces a newsletter, so he 
thought of writing for the CCUGQ instead 
and he has submitted SEVEN articles. 
Thank You, Chris! We will certainly be in- 
cluding them in Cursor over the next few 
months and you can continue writing as 
many articles as you like. ... Mike (Ed) 


The major problem common to 
most users of the Amiga is why the 
machine can find some programs 
but refuses to find others. 
Sometimes the most obvious files 
will refuse to operate, with the 
Amiga posting messages that files 
or libraries cannot be found. 


The Amiga uses a system of pro- 
gram and file management called 
aDOS (Amiga Disk Operating 
System). It is this system that con- 
trols all functions of the Amiga, in- 
cluding keyboard, display, memory, 
diskdrives and any other peripheral. 
It is DOS that determines where a 
program is or should be located. It 
is DOS that accepts keyboard and 
mouse commands. It is DOS that 
puts up the messages that inform 
you of its (and thus your) problems. 
If you limit your Amiga use to 
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workbench programs (those that 
start from icons) you will have very 
little contact with the operating sys- 
tem. The tip of the DOS iceberg ap- 
pears with file names saved by 
word processors, spreadsheets and 
graphic packages. You may also get 
a glimpse of DOS with error mes- 
sages and the all seeing, all stop- 
ping, GURU meditations. 


If you open a SHELL or CLI you 
have direct access to DOS com- 
mands. A programming language 
can give you complete system con- 
trol (parts of aDOS being written in 
the C language). The CLI or 
Command Line Interface is the 
direct user/DOS interface. Shell is a 
small program that simplifies and 
makes the CLI more user-friendly, 
SHELL or CLI may be considered 
as identical to the computer. To 
open a shell double click the icon 
on the boot disk. The shell and its 
commands are a book to themselves 
and this document is only attempt- 
ing to explain DOS naming conven- 
tions. 


DOS file names, and by implication 
program output names, are 
ALWAYS in the form :- 
DEVICE :Directory / sub-Directory 
/ file name 
Within this simple format is a com- 
plete description of the exact loca- 
tion of any file or program. In other 
words DOS only looks for a file 
where it is told to look. If the entire 
name is not given, parts of it are as- 
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sumed by DOS and it is these as- 
sumed file names that produce 
problems to all computer users. 


Workbench sees devices as disk 
icons. Directories are drawers and 
sub-directories drawers within 
drawers. DOS devices are of two 
basic types, PHYSICAL and 
LOGICAL. Amiga DOS sees any 
name followed by a colon as a 
device name. Physical or logical 
devices are treated almost equally 
except that a physical device will be 
used in preference to a logical 
device of the same name. 


PHYSICAL devices are DISK 
NAMES or Disk DRIVE NAMES. 
Therefore DFO:, DH1: and 
WorkBench: are physical devices 
being a floppy drive, a hard drive 
and disk respectively. Note again 
that the fact they are devices is indi- 
cated by the colon. 


LOGICAL devices are names that 
may be used as shorthand form to 
indicate a DOS location. A logical 
device is often a directory ona 
physical device and may be referred 
to directly by its logical name (with 
the colon). A common logical 
device set up by DOS is C: . This is 
the C directory on the disk used to 
start the Amiga, often called 
WorkBench. Thus a logical device 
implies a PATH, in this example C: 
is equal to and implies 
WorkBench:C 
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The PATH is set by DOS and may 
be changed with a shell path com- 
mand or in a batch file such as the 
startup-sequence. The path is a list 
of devices that the computer will 
use if no specific devices are given 
in a file name. The basic path is 
Current_Dir and C: . With a name 
such as PROG the Amiga uses its 
set format:- 
DEVICE :Directory / sub-Directory 
/ file name 
therefore given a name [PROG] the 
Amiga will look at 
PATH:name 
or in this example in two places 
the current dir:PROG 
and C:PROG 
and NO other place 


To find where your own machine 
will look open a shell, use the 
mouse to enlarge the window to full 
screen size and type PATH fol- 
lowed by <RETURN>. The shell 
window will fill with output such as 
Current_directory 

2.1 Disk:C 

Hrd Disk:aZOT 

Ram Disk: 

Hrd Disk: 

Hrd Disk:Scripts 

2.1 Disk: Utilities 

2.1 Disk:System 

2.1 Disk:Prefs 

2.1 Disk:Rexxc C: 


Your machine will look at each 
place in turn for a given name. If it 
doesn’t find the file it looks to the 
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Continued from page 27 
Q-Fish 1015: 
AZap 
A ‘new generation’ binary editor 
able to edit files, memory or 
devices like hard disks. Though not 
intended as a disk recovery pro- 
gram, it has a lot of useful functions 
like print block, fill block, search 
string...). This is Version 2.21, an 
update of Version 2.11 on Fish Disk 
934. Reqtools.library v38+ re- 
quired. 


Injector 

A hotkey-invoked commodity, 
wholly configurable, that enables 
you to inject all sorts of input events 
as if they were typed on the key- 
board. Totally rewritten since ver- 
sions 1.x. Has a nice prefs program, 
full localization and ARexx sup- 
port. This is Version 
2.00,Reqtools.library, er- 
rormsg.library (provided). OS 2.04+ 
required. 


Q-Fish 1016: 

AFile 

This datafile manager lets you 
create and manage your files (ad- 
dresses, video collections, clients, 
...) using an Intuition interface. 
Offers importing/ exporting func- 
tions and uses AREXX as it’s 
programming language. You can 
create full input masks with back- 
ground picture, field positioning, 
checking of entered data, menus 
and printing customization. Version 
SAZe 
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FMath 

This set of libraries is a replacement 
for the original libraries by 
Commodore. They are written in 
highly optimized assembler code 
using the 68881/68882 FPU chips 
and the 68040 FPU directly without 
any emulation or compatibility 
overhead. So they are much faster, 
much smaller, and still 100% com- 
patible. This is Version 40.4, KS 
2.04+recommended. 68020, 68030 
or 68040 with FPU required. 


Notelt 
A ’Post It’ note pad program. 
Version 1.4.1. 


VisualMaker 

A Tool for automatically generating 
a ’DMakefile’ for DiCe’s Make 
utility. Features include a fully 
graphical user interface, automatic 
scanning of source files for header- 
file dependencies and handling of 
precompiled header dependencies, 
Supports all DiCe compiler options 
and uses symbol names and vari- 
able assignments in the output file. 
Version 1.0, OS 2.0+ required. 


WeirdPlanet 

This is a 704 X 562 picture of a 
sphere inside the hole of a torus 
(donut). The sphere is golden in 
colour (not apparent because of its 
reflectivity) and is altitude mapped 
to give it weird patterns when 
reflecting the torus. A jpeg picture 
viewer (eg Viewtek) required. 
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Q-Fish 1017: 

Apache 

Rendered picture of an Apache 
helicopter in jpeg format. This 
Apache alike helicopter was 
rendered on Real3D v2.48. 
Rendering time on A4000/040 was 
about 3.5 hours. Background pic- 
ture was done on Vista Pro. 


Bumpy Pots 

Rendered picture of 3 Bumpy Pots 
in jpeg format. Image created on an 
Amiga 4000/040, using Impluse’s 
Imagine V2.9 rendering software. It 
was generated as a 1280x1024 24bit 
IFF image and scaled down to a 
1024x768 JPEG image. It took 4 
hours to raytrace. 


P-View 

A tiny ILBM viewer for OS 1.3/2/3, 
Capable of displaying all AGA and 
pre-AGA viewmodes correctly. On 
non-AGA machines, or where the 
correct monitor is not available, an 
AGA picture will be shown in the 
best mode possible using built-in 
defaults. 


Show Fon 

Show your available fonts in a com- 
fortable way. Features: Shows bit- 
mapped and Compugraphic®- 
outline fonts; Easy selection of 
fonts outside the fonts: drawer; 
Shows colored fonts in their 
natural’ colors; Presents fonts in all 
screen modes. The surface changes 
its size automatically to fit on the 
screen. Additional information 
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about height, width, number of 
bitplanes and proportional fonts is 
given; Fonts can be presented nor- 
mally, italically, bold or underlined; 
plus much more... First public 
release. Version 1.1, OS 2.0+ re- 
quired. 


Q-Fish 1018: 

AppCon 

Declares the actual CON:-window 
as an AppWindow and lets you drop 
your icons in this window. Then, 
the name and path of the icon are 
inserted into the current command 
line exactly as if you typed them 
with your keyboard, but slightly 
faster! This is Version 38.73, an up- 
date of Version 37.177 on Fish Disk 
953. OS 2+ required. 


CopperControl 

COPPER CONTROL is a small 
program (3844 bytes) which gives 
you the possibility to use your own 
copperlist with any number of 
colours, in any Intuition Screen, 
like your Workbench screen for ex- 
ample. Version 1.0. 


Q-Fish 1019: 

Deluxe Galaga 

You are in control of a small star- 
fighter, and your mission is to 
protect the earth from alien attack- 
ers. When you Start, your ship have 
limited supply of bullets and are 
moving a bit to slow, but by shoot- 
ing the aliens you can collect the 
falling bonuses and get all sorts of 
weapons, extra speed and a lot of 
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other goodies! Based on StarBattle. 
This is Version 1.9, an update of 
Version 1.0 on Fish Disk 955. 


DualMaze 

Solve two mazes at the same time! 
Single player game using the dual 
playfield feature of the Amiga to 
provide a unique challenge. 
Scrolling graphics, music, and new 
mazes each time you play! Version 
1.3, OS 2.04+ required. 


LazyMines 

Another minesweeper-game for OS 
2.0+. Special features: Coloured 
numbers (OS 3.0 only), automatic 
locking, automatic opening, warn- 
ings, safe openings, use any size (m 
* n) of the field, font sensitive. 
Version 1.0, OS 2.0+ required. 


Q-Fish 1020: 

Crackdown 

In 1992 Sci-Fi author Bruce 
Sterling published a book about... 
well... hackers and crackers. The 
book escaped Bruce’s custody at 
the beginning of 1994 to become 
‘literary freeware’. Now here at last, 
On a screen near you: ’Hacker 
Crackdown’ in AmigaGuide for- 
mat. 


ToolType 

A program to make it easier to edit 
tooltypes in icons. Lets you read the 
tooltypes from an icon file and use 
your favorite text editor to change 
or add to the tooltypes. ToolType 
can be run from shell, Workbench, 
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or set up as an Applicon. This is 
Version 2.14, an update of Version 
37.210 on Fish Disk 994. WB 2.0+, 
reqTools.library v38.xxx+, anda 
text editor required. 


Q-Fish 1021: 

DesktopMAGIC 

U.S. Demo Version of 
MaxonMAGIC, the most popular 
Screensaver in Germany. 
DesktopMAGIC saves your screen 
from phosphor burn-in by featuring 
32 animated screen saver modules, 
accompanied by sampled sound and 
8-track music. Plus, it puts sound 
into your system, Workbench, and 
even all your already installed ap- 
plications by assigning sounds or 
voices to windows, keys, times, text 
and virtually all other system 
events. It gives your AMIGA that 
MAGIC feeling you will never 
want to miss again. Version 1.0. 


ITex2IFF 

Converts [Tex picture files to 
regular IFF files. (ITex pictures are 
a PC format created by Imaging 
Technologies). This is Version 1.0, 
Errormsg.library supplied. OS 
2.04+ required. 


JVP 

Vegas style Video Poker game. 
Programs that intercept the 
Function Keys, such as MachlV, 
may interfere with the use of this 
program. Version 1.0. 
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MagicWord 

MagicWord is a universal utility for 
word replacement and macros. It 
works with nearly every word 
processor, editor and any other 
utility. Instead of recording macros 
for every application, it is easier to 
record the macros once with 
MagicWord for you’ll be able to 
use them with future applications 
too. For example, you can let 
MagicWord type your address 
simply by typing \adr in any appli- 
cation. Version 1.0. 


NoAGA 

NoAGA is designed to run old 
demos, intros, tools etc. on your 
AGA-machine without changing 
the screenmode or rebooting the 
system. Considers caches, VBR, 
sprite modes, FASTMEM. Checks 
for destroying decrunchers. 
Workbench support ( ApplIcon ). 
Version 1.0, AGA required. 


Q-Fish 1022: 

FTP 

Pseudo FTP session for CD-ROM 
access. This program was originally 
set up for a BBS to be able to access 
a CD-ROM online via a door. It 
simulates an FTP session and is per- 
fect for use to get files off the 
Aminet or Fred Fish ’Frozen Fish’ 
CD collections. The program is a cli 
utility that allows you to CD, LIST, 
DIR, GET, VIEW the CD-ROM. 
You can grab files and view the 
contents of archives (ZIP LHA, 
LZH, LZ, ARC, and ZOO) and 
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"Read Me’ files. The versitility of 
this program extends beyond the 
CD-ROM. It is perfect for a BBS, 
allowing the user to move down a 
directory tree but yet prevents them 
from accessing other parts of your 
system. Shareware. Version 2.00, 
2.04+ required. 


THOR 

This is an advanced offline message 
reader for QWK/HIPPO/ABBS/ 
MBBS. THOR was developed for 
saving online time while connected 
to BBS systems, and for building 
and maintaining a database of the 
messages from the boards. Both 
THOR and the internal editor have 
ARexx ports. ARexx and Style 
Guide compliant, THOR also has a 
resizeable and font-sensitive user 
interface. Supports new 3.0 features 
(newlook menus, memory pools, in- 
terleaved screens, 24 bit palette,..) 
Many useful utilities are included. 
Version 1.22, WB 2.04, IMB free 
memory and a hard-drive required. 


Q-Fish 1023: 
AM 
Maintains users and groups in 
muFS. Written to support the muFS 
system operator’s work by supply- 
ing an easy-to-use user interface 
based on MUI (Magic User 
Interface) by Stefan Stuntz. (SysOp 
stuff?). This is Version 1.0, OS 
2.0+, MUI 2.0, and 
muimaster.library version 7+ re- 
quired. | 
Continued on page 36 
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Another article from our Tasmanian cor- 
respondant (from the Burnie Amiga Users 
Group). This is possibly a topic that has 
been covered in other areas but needs to be 
considered on a regular basis .... how to 
get the best use out of a hard drive. 


When the drive first arrives it seems 
like a huge bottomless pit into 
which to dump all manner of files. 


I went from a basic floppy based 
system to 3megs of ram and a 
109Mb harddrive. That is a culture 
shock! 


The key to harddrives is a system 
that is logical to you, if you place 
things in the logical place you can 
always find them (nobody else will 
but that should be OK). 


The system that seems logical to me 
is as follows:- 


I have partitioned my drive into 
three areas:- 

DHO: is used for the SYSTEM files 
supplied by Commodore and any 
extra C type commands from the 
public domain. These extra files are 
in their own directory and linked to 
the C: directory with an ASSIGN 
command in the startup (Assign C: 
DHO:Cxtra add). This means that 
the only directory I need to backup 
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is Cxtra (and not very often). The 
rest is already on the original disks. 
J almost never write to this partition 
so it can be optimized for fast ac- 
cess. Another advantage is that 
drives mostly don’t fail when you 
read. 


_A couple of other utilities have also 


been added to other drawers such as 
AmigaGuide, Installer etc etc but 
still not much that needs backup. 
The system will fit in less than 
Smegs.(on my system 1Omegs 35% 
full). Another advantage is that the 
DOS command LOCK can be used 
to write protect this partition as a 
virus protection (LOCK DHO: 
on| off password). 


DH1: is for PROGRAMS and is 
much bigger than DHO:. On this 
partition I have all my commercial 
and public domain packages. Again 
the original disks are the archive, 
the partition can be optimized and 
writes are minimized. I maintain a 
hard copy of the directory listing 
(dir >prt: all .. sends a directory to 
the printer) so I can rebuild the par- 
tition if I need to. My partition is 
30megs but this relates to how 
much software you think you need 
on the hard disk. This partition may 
also be software LOCKed. 


DH2: is my work area and is all 
the space left. This is where all pro- 
grams leave their output. I use this 
partition for a Printer spooler, Env- 
archive (ENV is in ram as usual), 
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program source files and my S 
directory. The original startup- 
sequence calls the file user-startup 
which is where you put all the user 
specific changes (I’ve actually 
rewriten Startup-sequence as well). 
IreASSIGN S: to DH2:scripts to 
minimize writes to DHO: It means I 
can catch the installer and viruses 
from writing to DHO: and can put 
AREXX /DOS scripts in the logical 
s: directory without writes to DHO: 
It is hard to maintain DH2: op- 
timized but the occasional use of a 
suitable utility keeps access speeds 
high. DH2: MUST BE 
ARCHIVED. It is your work but if 
you can afford to lose it, don’t 
bother to archive it. DH2: is also the 
only place open to Virus writes and 
should be swept regularly. 


The Golden Rule that applies to all 
partitions, however the setup is 
"If you don’t use it OFTEN ar- 
chive and delete it ....." 
Archive it first because you may 
decide to put it back. 


One area that needs looking at is 
Help Docs. If you read them, fine, 
otherwise put them all on a separate 
DOC disk and read from this when 
and if you need to. 


Games that you don’t play take lots 
of space and don’t take soooo long 
to load from floppy. 


Fonts, Catalogues(v2), Printer 
Drivers plus more of the system 
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only take space. How many people 
speak several languages and use a 
dozen different printers on one 
computer. 

Libraries are also a problem, people 
keep putting out bigger and better 
libraries and who knows what needs 
what. Put them on a floppy called 
LIBS, whenever a program asks for 
an odd library shoot in the disk and 
all is go. If the library is called 
by a program you use often, 
(ARP. library is popular) stick it 
back into you harddrive libs: direc- 
tory. 


The same trick works with fonts on 
a disk called FONTS. Old let- 
ters/pics are also good to keep but 
may be better on dedicated floppies. 


So to get the best from any 
harddrive:- 

1. Use a system of partitions/ direc- 
tories that are logical. 

2. Remove the rubbish/seldom used 
files and programs. 

3. Optimize with a suitable utility 
(e.g. ReOrg). 

4. Use a directory utility (e.g. 
DirWorks) and remain vigilant 


The last comment is only a late 
thought. Directory utilities, of 
which there are many, help enor- 
mously. I don’t think I would main- 
tain my disk using only the SHELL 
or WorkBench (and I like the CLI). 
Seboahia Enjoy the machine 


... CHRIS 
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LLP 

Login. Logout. Pass. A set of pro- 
grams to control and log access to 
stand-alone machines in public 
areas. Using Pass a system operator 
defines authorized users, who can 
then log in to the machine via 
Login. Written in portable ANSI C, 
without any Amiga-specific code. 
This is Version 1.0, An ANSI C 
compliant machine (like an Amiga 
or PC...) required. 


mkisofs 

A CD-ROM pre-mastering program 
to generate an ISO-9660 file sys- 
tem. It takes a snapshot of a given 
directory tree, and generates a bi- 
nary image which will correspond 
to an ISO-9660 file system when 
written to a block device. It is also 
capable of generating the System 
Use Sharing Protocol favoured by 
UNIX developers, and the more 
relaxed ISO-9660 level 2 compat- 
ible ISO images (for AmigaDOS). 
Version 1.00.5. 


Q-Fish 1024: 

CardApp 

Reads/Writes PCMCIA cards on an 
Amiga. CardApp, CardList, 
CardAdd and CardAll were written 
to enable PCMCIA cards from the 
Amstrad Notepad series (NC100, 
NC150 and NC200) to be read and 
written on a suitably equipped 
Amiga (i.e., one with a PCMCIA 
card slot). Version!.0b, A600 or 
A1200 required. 


CURSOR 





Page 36 


DOSPrefs 

DOSPrefs is a small commodity to 
control the OS 2.0+ ’Wildstar’ and 
"Noclick’ flags, and to provide an 
all new ’Unixdirs’-feature. Version 
2.0, KS 2.04+ required. 


TheA64Package 

A comprehensive emulator/utility 
package to assist Commodore 64 
users in upgrading to the Amiga. 
This package compares favourably 
with the commercially available 
packages of the same nature. Many 
of the utilities require a hardware 
interface that allows the Amiga to 
access C64 peripherals such as disk 
drives and printers. A suitable hard- 
ware interface is available. This is 
Version 3.01d, an update of Version 
2.0 on Fish Disk 555. 


Q-Fish 1025: 

ChemBalance 

An ARexx script to balance un- 
balanced chemical equations. You 
can enter an unbalanced chemical 
equation and ChemBalance tries to 
balance it. This version also allows 
for multiple generalized hydrations. 
This is Version 3.0, an update of 
Version 2.0 on Fish Disk 916. 


Earth 

Real-time computed rotating Earth. 
Use 2 joysticks to rotate and zoom 
around all 3 axes. Uses a database 
of 21,836 (x,y,z) points to define 
the entire earth. Includes source, 
earth image and 2D-to-3D mapping 
in C. Version 1.0, 68020+ required. 
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EDUSHOW 

Educational Slide Show program 
designed for classroom-type presen- 
tations. Uses a technique of color 
fades within IFF slides to put across 
concepts, multi-part diagrams, 
relationships, etc... Demo presenta- 
tion and C source included. Ver 0.9 


MJ 

An animated biological Evolution 
Simulator based on natural selec- 
tion of genetic characteristics. Uses 
two screens: one for the animated 
ecosystem, the other for loads of 
real-time graphical statistics. 
Depending on global parameters, 
will exhibit chaos, boom-bust 
cycles, dampened oscillations, etc.. 
AREXX support. V1.3. requires 
68020+based Amiga and V39+ 


TimePlanner 

A simple but handy scheduled 
events deamon. Sits in the back- 
ground and notifies you of pre- 
programmed events; can also start 
batchfiles. V.1.0, 68020+ required. 


Q-Fish 1026: 

AmiQWK 

Allows reading of QWKMail for- 
mat offline message packets popu- 
lar with many BBSs. Replies can be 
edited using any text editor and 
packed for transfer. at a later time. 
AmiQWK has been tested with 
many QWKMail systems for IBM 
and Amiga based BBSes. This is V. 
2.4, an update of Version 2.2 on 
Fish Disk 946. WB 2.04+ required. 
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APPVM 

System patch for true virtual 
memory. Application Virtual 
Memory. A better-than-nothing 
demand paged VM service for ap- 
plications running on systems with 
MMUs and some spare hard disk 
space for a swap area. Version 0.9, 
68030 required. 


Q-Fish 1027: 

ACE-AG-docs 

Three AmigaGuide documents for 
the FreeWare Amiga BASIC com- 
piler ACE, version 2.0: - 
ACE.GUIDE: General docs for 
ACE (from ace.doc) - REF.GUIDE: 
ACE language reference (from 
ref.doc) - AIDE.GUIDE: Graphical 
front-end docs (from aide.doc). This 
is Version 1.00.5, an update of the 
Version on Fish Disk 969. 


MiniMorph 

A little morphing package written 
in assembler, based on VMorph 
Version 2 beta by Lee Wilkie 
(mainly for user interface). Now 
supports 16-256 shade greyscale 
images. Binary only, includes some 
sample images to work with. This is 
Version 1.1b, an update of Version 
1.0 on Fish Disk 921. OS 1.3+ re- 
quired, & the more RAM the better. 


QuickTools 

CD & find file/dirs quickly via 
database QuickTools is the tool- 
package for the harddisk-owner 
who is tired of writing long path 
names when changing directories 
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and who doesn’t have the time to 
search for files manually. It allows 
you to CD to files anywhere by 
typing only enough of their name to 
identify them, and can locate their 
documentation files just as easily. 
Supports std AmigaDOS wildcards. 
Version 1.1, WB 2.04 required. 


Triton 

An object oriented GUI creation 
system implemented as a freely- 
distributable Amiga runtime library. 
Triton makes it much easier to 
create good-looking graphical user 
interfaces (GUIs) than GadTools, 
BOOPSI or other systems. Though 
Triton is very powerful, the shared 
library is less than 40KB, and does 
not need a large runtime stack. By 
using Triton you don’t have to 
worry about otherwise very time- 
consuming things like font- 
sensitivity and resizeability of your 
windows, and it is easy to change. 
Simply add an object to a group, 
and the whole GUI will adapt to 
make room for it. Version 1.0, OS 
2.04+ required. 


Q-Fish 1028: 

ADoc 

ADoc is a hypertext-like help utility 
that allows you to manage all kinds 
of documents on any subject. It is 
able to automatically start searching 
for a word selected by a mouse 
click, and to work on several docu- 
ments at the same time. ADoc can 
display a picture beside the text, use 
the AutoDocs and AmigaGuide 
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files directly (as well as 
"PowerPacker’ compressed files) 
and may be controlled via AREXX. 
This is Version 4.00, an update of 
Version 3.01 on Fish Disk 875. req- 
tools. libraryv38+ required. 


DiskArchiv 

For managing your floppy disk col- 
lection. You can easily read in all 
disk-contents, comment and store 
them in a DiskArchiy-database. 
You are able to look for complete 
disk contents or single file informa- 
tion. Special function for printing 
out label-sheets on HP-DeskJet- 
printers and compatibles. This is 
Version 1.21, OS 2.04+,req. library, 
2 disk drives (hard disk recom- 
mended), 1Mb RAM required. 


PatchAlert 

This program patches the 
exec.library function Alert(), so you 
can remove failing tasks/programs, 
continue them, display the original 
alert etc... Version 1.0. 


PutChar 

This program is a utility like 
PopChar on the Apple MacIntosh. 
PutChar enables you to use all 
ASCII-codes in any application 
whether the code is in the current 
keymap or not. The possibility of 
loading fonts allows you to work 
reasonably even with fonts that 
don’t have the standard character 
set, e.g. foreign fonts, Greek letters 
or mathematical symbols. PutChar 
runs on every Amiga, but it also 
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takes advantage of the power of 
some libraries and Kickstart 2.0. 
Version 2.1. 


smiley 

Generates and explains smileys, 
like :-) Nice Program of David W. 
Sanderson. Described in his book 
*Smileys’. Compiled with gcc by 
Michael Zielinski. Version 4, 
ixemul.library required. 


Q-Fish 1029: 

bBaselll 

A full-featured database program. 
Allows you to search or sort on any 
field, print mailing labels, 
(un)delete records, mail merge, get 
reports in many formats, scramble 
files, flag records, and more. Fields 
are user-configurable, so bBase can 
be used to keep track of addresses, 
tape or video collections, recipe 
files, or anything else you can think 
of - one program does it all! 
bBaselll is a greatly enhanced suc- 
cessor to bBaselI. This is Version 
2.1, an update of Version 1.43 on 
Fish Disk 998. Seems to run OK 
with all OS versions. Arp.library, 
and at least 1mb of memory re- 
quired. 


KlingNum 

It converts decimal numbers that 
you give it into longhand Klingon. 
The English equivalent would be a 
program that, when you give it 531, 
returns ’five hundred and thirty- 
one’. The source I used for my 
numbering-system data only in- 
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cluded the suffixes for numbers up 
into the millions range, so the 
highest number it can translate into 
Klingon is 9,999,999 - it also can’t 
translate decimals, as those weren’t 
covered in the Klingon Dictionary 
either. Version 1.1. 


Yatzooiell.AGA 

Yatzooie is a "throw the dice’ game 
like you have seen before but it is 
fast and supports AGA. Requires 
fast memory and therefore will not 
run on an unexpanded 1200. Amiga 
1200 or 4000 for AGA support re- 
quired. 


Q-Fish 1030: 

ARexxSuper 

ARexx port testing tool. An all- 
purpose mouse-controlled localized 
ARexx communication program. 
All done via a nice GadTools inter- 
face. Documentation in 
AmigaGuide format. Useful for 
testing and debugging ARexx inter- 
faces. This is Version 1.10, an up- 
date of Version 1.0on Fish Disk 
939. KS 2.0+ and ARexx required. 


Code Watcher 

Launches programs and keeps track 
of all invisible allocated resources. 
Produces a report of all resources 
that were used and those that were 
not freed, on exit. This program has 
been freely available in BIX for 
quite some time, but is still a pro- 
gram that every programmer should 
use. Version 1.4. 
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CPump 

Configurable Amiga Intuition- 
based GUI that provides a C 
programming environment for 
several of the freely distributable C 
compilers and various utilities. 
Version 1.7. OS 2.04+ required. 


DiskMon 

A Disk-Monitor that works with 
most block devices (Floppies DFx, 
PCx, MFH, ... DD and HD, 
Harddisks including RDSK-blocks, 
RAD:, MAP:, etc). Features: Block- 
Monitor, File-Monitor, MFM- 
Editor for Floppies, BAM-Editor, 
Track-Repair, Search (ASCII and 
HEX). Version 2.8.Works with KS 
HZ413/082:x3x. 


HeartBeat 

Generic system-call analysis tool. 
Lets you snoop on ANY library, 
device or resource’s calls, whether 
system or third-party, as long as 
you've got a std Commodore ’.FD’ 
file for it. Vers1.0, 68020+ required. 


ISAN 

Realtime program opcode stream 
analyzer. Allows you to monitor 
any Task’s instruction stream in 
real-time! Let’s you find out (e.g.) 
if a program uses any 020/030/040/ 

88x instructions, or whether it’s 
most likely compiled or not. Output 
is in the form of a bar graph win- 
dow and/or a Screen displaying all 
65536 680x0 opcodes mapped to 
pixels. User configurable. Version 
1.2. 68020+ required. 
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Editorial, continued from page 9 


"Question and Answer" column 
with a letter I received from Derek 
Hackett about his start-up sequence. 
To date I have not received any 
replies from members, answering 
his questions. Come on guys, don’t 
leave it to the next person. Even if 
you don’t know ail the answers you 
should be able to come up with 
some solutions. How about 
dropping me a line so I can put poor 
Derek out of his misery. 


The other big news for this month is 
that we are continuing on the Fish 
Disks (the 3.5" floppies) from 1001, 
and another 30 disks will be waiting 
for you to copy at the next 
Workshop meeting, or will be able 
to be purchased as the next Main 
Meeting. 


These disks have been compiled by 
our club member, Neville Duguid, 
who has spent a lot of time (and no 
doubt had a lot of fun) putting them 
together from the new software files 
in Fred Fish’s new CD-ROM 
"Fresh Fish". He has only just sent 
me the file descriptions a few days 
before this edition of Cursor has to 
go to press, so I have not had a 
chance to use the new programs yet, 
but from the look of them (see 
pages 18-40) there will be quite a 
few I will want to copy at the 
Workshop myself. See you there! 


Happy Computing. 

Nike 

Mike Williams - Editor 
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Printer Ribbons | 
Inkjet Cartridges 


Range of NEW Products 
BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 


LASER TONER CARTRIDGES 


Complete Dismantle And Reassembly 


Replacement Drum 
Guaranteed 10 Refills 


Savings of approx 40 % 


PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL SUPPLIERS 


AUSTRALIA WIDE 008 077347 
FAX (07) 856 4949 PHONE (07) 856 4355 


8) WEBSTER ROAD STAFFORD QLD 4033 
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PageStream Review continued from page 13 
nothing seemed to happen. Hold on, 
... lt 1s happening, but so-0-0-0-0-o 
s-l-o-w-l-y. Well, they were pretty 
right when they said that text was 
slow! 


Now, what’s this? The new text I 
typed is showing on the screen 
overtyped on the top of the line 
below it. Maybe a screen refresh 
will fix it! No ... it’s just the same... 
I’li try going to the next page and 
then returning to the original page 
... Ah, that’s fixed it, but if I have to 
do this all night, I’ll go mad. 


Let’s just try making some text - 


italics; they even supply a button to 
do this with. But, highlighting some 
text and clicking on the button does 
nothing. Neither does doing it the 
long way with the menu items. Oh, 
yes ... | remember the read-me file 
said italics weren’t implemented 
yet!! Damn! 


Well, lets forget text for the 
moment and try some basic charts. 
I'll load a chart that has horizontal 
lines drawn with text between the 
lines. Surely that will work. But no 
it didn’t! The text didn’t line up 
with the lines and the further down 
the page it went, the further out of 
alignment it was. 


And what happened to my nice 
patterned border? Why is it just a 
solid black now? 
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And why do some letters type off 
the edge of the column, and just 
Stay on the edge of the page, no 
matter what you do to get rid of 
them? 


And why do I get Guru's all the 
time for trying it do simple things? 


Finally, I gave up. I thought to 
myself ... I’m presently spending 
about 15 hours per week making 
this Cursor newsletter with 
PageStream 2.2. If I change over to 
PageStream 3.0 I would increase 
that by at least a factor of 4, and I 
still wouldn’t be able to do all the 
things I can on PageStream 2.2, let 
alone do new things. So I think it 
wise to leave it go for a couple of 
months and see whether the 
upgrades will make a big 
improvement to it, because, as it 
stands at the moment, it is almost 
unusable for any serious work. 


I think SoftLogic have made a 
serious error of judgement in 
releasing PageStream3.0 in its 
present form, with so many features 
unusable or unstable or both. 


They really have no-one to blame 
but themselves for the backlash that 
they will probably get over it. They 
say that they were forced to issue 
this software by public demand 
before it was completed, but they 

Continued on page 44 
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ZOOL AGA ...........000- $20 
DRAGONS LAIR I 
("TimeWarp") ............ $20 


All are in good condition 
with original boxes, disks 
and manuals. 
Damien Crabtree 
(07) 805-1419 (A/H) 


FOR SALE 
COMMODORE 1940 
MULTI-SYNC MONITOR 
Ideal for Amiga 1200 or 
Amiga 4000 
Suits all AGA Modes 
Perfect Condition 
9 months old 
With Box and Manual 
$450 
Brian Hay 
(07) 378-5595 
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This space is available for 
Club Members private 
advertisements of computer 

hardware or original 





software. Advertising here 
is FREE. 


For Sale - Bargains 
Star SJ-144 Thermal Colour 
Printer. Perfect condition. 
REDUCED TO ........... $695 
2-meg ChipRam Board incl. 
Ram & Agnes chip. Suits 
Amiga 500 or 2000 ....$195 

All are in good condition 

with manuals. 
Keith Antoine 
(07) 300-2161 


FOR SALE 
AT Bridgeboard (A2286) 
with a 5.25" F.D.D....$150 
80287 Maths 
CO-proceSSOl............. $50 
Paradise VGA Plus 16 
VGA display card .....$50 


Contact Jack Oudyn 
(07) 821-3206 (Home) 
(07) 390-2455 (Work) 
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President's Patch continued from page 4 


so you do not need to purchase 
Xetec or Asim software anymore at 
saving of $95.00 a time. I might 
add, for those of you with limited 
HD space, that WorkBench 3.1 
comes on 6 floppies now. This is 
par for the course with most com- 
puter software today. 


And now let’s get on to the inter- 
minable question about what is 
happening to our favorite computer 
company. The news is: "There ain’t 
none". It would seem, at the time of 
writing, that CEI have put a spanner 
in the works with a submission to 
the Bahamian court, to put aside the 

=UK bid and allow them (CED) to 
re-submit another bid more ad- 
vantageous to the creditors. This I 
understand has been the cause of 
further delays in proceedings, and it 
has also been rumored that C=UK 
backers are getting toey too and 
could withdraw. That last item is 
unsubstantiated but it is a another of 
the possibilities. So, no, we do not 
have any good news except that we 
will, in the future, have a direct con- 
nection to Internet, and if we do 
learn anything before going to print 
be assured we will let you know. 


For those of you who have a few 
drives, be they HD’s, CDRom or 
tape, you can relieve the pressure on 
the power supply of your 500, 2000, 
3000 4000 or whatever by going 
around the IBM Clone retailers and 
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looking for Mini Towers with 
power supplies attached, I bought 
two for $65 each. You cannot buy 
just a power supply for that. You 
can insert all your drives in one of 
these, plus extra floppies, and run a 
longer SCSI cable and away you 
go. The BBS is running on a 3000 
plus one of these with a HD, tape 
drive and two CDRoms. Ina week I 
am adding a further two CDRoms 
and another 1-gig HD. 


Keith Antoine 
"El Pres" 


PageStream Review continued from page 42 
are the ones who caused the public 
demand by announcing the new 
product and giving details of all its 
new features 9 months ago! 


Surely they should realise that they 
shouldn’t cause customer demand 
for a product unless that product is 
completed or near completion? 


Anyway, I didn’t want this review 
to be a panning of the product. I 
have a lot of respect for version 2.2 
that I am now using and the quality 
that it can produce is evident in 
these pages. I just wish SoftLogic 
had waited until V3.0 was complete 
before releasing it; and stop using 
its loyal customers as beta testers. 


Nike. 
Mike Williams - Editor 
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DOS, DEVICES continued from page 29 


next location down the list. If you 
set up a path list think about putting 
commonly used directories to the 
top. Also consider that using the 
path takes about twice the time for 
each entry than directly stating the 
DOS location will take, if the loca- 
tion is 8th in the path finding the 
file will take about 16 times (or 
more) the time to find as a full DOS 
location. Keep the list short and/or 
TELL DOS WHERE TO LOOK. 


Logical devices are used by pro- 
grams to find commonly used sup- 
port files and information. This 
information may be printer drivers, 
system information, DOS com- 
mands/utilities and Libraries. 


DOS, on startup, assigns names to 
the assumed locations of this infor- 
mation, thus 3rd party programs 
such as word processors can know 
where to look. If the information is 
on a disk BUT in the wrong logical 
place the Amiga can NOT and will 
NOT find it. To find what logical 
devices exist, 

open a shell 

enlarge the window to full size 

type ASSIGN <return> 


the output will be something like :- 
Ram Disk [Mounted] 
Hrd Disk [Mounted] 
2.1 Disk [Mounted] 
1.3 Disk [Mounted] 


Directories: 
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REXX Hrd Disk:Scripts 
PRINTERS 2.1 Disk:Devs/Pnrnters 


CLIPS Ram Disk:ENV 

T Ram Disk:ENV 
ENV Ram Disk:ENV 
LOCALE 2.1 Disk: 

ENVARC 2.1 Disk:Prefs/Env- 
Archive 

SYS 2.1 Disk: 

C 2.1 Disk:C 

S Hrd Disk:Scripts 

LIBS 2.1 Disk:Libs 

DEVS 2.1 Disk:Devs 

FONTS 2.1 Disk:Fonts 

L 2.1 Disk:L 

Devices: 

RAM CON RAW SER PAR PRT 
DHO DFO DF1 DF2 DH1 DH2 


The first group are PHYSICAL disk 
names. The second group are 
LOGICAL locations. The third 
group are PHYSICAL mechanical 
locations such as disk drives, inter- 
face ports and the keyboard. All can 
be referred to as DEVICE: (note 
colon). 


Important assignments are those es- 
tablished by DOS on startup, these 
are:- 
SYS 
Amiga 
C the C directory of SYS: disk 
location of DOS commands 
S the S directory of SYS: disk 
location of SCRIPT or 
BATCH files 
LIBS the SYS: LIBS directory 
Libraries are collections of 


the disk used to start the 
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used by many programs. The use of 
libraries makes programs smaller 
and more uniform in appearance 


DEVS SYS: DEVS directory 
used to hold system infor- 

mation such as keyboard layout, 

printers and expansion hardware 


FONTS SYS: FONTS directory 
location of type styles 
Jk SYS: L directory 
location of system hand- 
lers. These look after the interfaces 
between software and hardware. 


These assignments can be moved to 
other locations, erased, added to 
and viewed with the ASSIGN com- 
mand. I will also remind you that a 
physical device takes preference 
over a logical device of the same 
name. If you put all your libraries 
onto a disk called LIBS, this disk 
will be used, if available, before the 
logical device LIBS: This trick is 
also good for FONTS. 


The other assignments of logical 
names can be made through the 
shell or in batch files, most com- 
monly the S:Startup-sequence 
which is a batch file executed as the 
Amiga first starts. These secondary 
assigns are program specific and 
should be detailed in the documents 
of the program. Mostly these are 


used to move programs onto a hard 
disk. : 


Batch files are lists of DOS com- 
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mands that are executed with the 
EXECUTE command. The Amiga 
sees these commands as if they 
were typed into shell. Batch files 
can be written to do all types of . 
complex DOS functions called with 
a single commands. These files may 
be linked to icons and thus enhance 
the workbench, the most significant 
of these batch files is the already 
mentioned S:Startup-Sequence. 
This file is executed every time the 
Amiga boots and is used to control 
assignments, paths, the system con- 
figuration and any other DOS possi- 
bility. When you start editing the 
Startup-sequence you are on the 
road to being an AMIGA POWER 
USER. 


REST ID PEACE 


It is with deep regret that I 
announce the death of former 
Committee Member and long-time 
club member, Maurie Hawkyard, 
who died in early November after 
retiring to the Philipines. 

Maurie was Librarian for the 
Commodore 64/128 group for a 
number of years during their 
heyday in the mid ’80s and will 
long be remembered for all the time 
and effort he put into the Club 
activities. As one member described 
to me... "The CCUGQ was 
Maurie’s life, while he was 
Librarian." 

We send sincere condolances to his 
family and friends. 


December 1994 






Please submit articles on disk in 
ASCII format (if possible) and post 
them to: 





MEGA DISC 











Subscriptions Currently available Sa hacia 
through CCUGQ paul verne 
This is the ORIGINAL Australian Shae ee 
Disk Magazine for the AMIGA The Cursor Editor 









CCUGQ BBS 
(07) 300-6357 or (07) 805-5928 


AMIGA PUBLIC DOMAIN DISKS 


Our extensive range of over 2000 Amiga P.D. disks is available at: 

1. Our Workshop Meeting 

2. Our Main Meeting 

3. By Mail 

4. On our BBS (a selection). 
Copying of P.D. disks by Club Members at our Workshops is free. 
Disks can be purchased at our Main Meetings for $2 each. 
Requests for disks by Mail should be directed to The Secretary, 
enclosing a cheque/money order payable to C.C.U.G.Q. 
Cost is $2 per disk plus $3 postage for each 6 disks or part thereof. 
P.D. Librarians are Ron and Warren Blake 


Subscribe Now!! 






MEMBERSHIP SCHEDULE 
ANNUAL FEES 


Ordinary Membership ..........020sescseee $40 
Pensioner Member ship.....ccccsccccssssccsseee PIO 
Family or Business Membershi $50 
Country or Associate membership...... $30 
B.B.S. Membership On1ly.......cccccccccceeeee $20 
Library Administration Fee 

(Required for access to Commercial, 
Public Domain and Magazine Libraries) 
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